Date: Wed,  7 Jul 93 04:30:16 PDT
From: Info-Hams Mailing List and Newsgroup <info-hams@ucsd.edu>
Errors-To: Info-Hams-Errors@UCSD.Edu
Reply-To: Info-Hams@UCSD.Edu
Precedence: Bulk
Subject: Info-Hams Digest V93 #827
To: Info-Hams


Info-Hams Digest            Wed,  7 Jul 93       Volume 93 : Issue  827

Today's Topics:

Send Replies or notes for publication to: <Info-Hams@UCSD.Edu>
Send subscription requests to: <Info-Hams-REQUEST@UCSD.Edu>
Problems you can't solve otherwise to brian@ucsd.edu.

Archives of past issues of the Info-Hams Digest are available 
(by FTP only) from UCSD.Edu in directory "mailarchives/info-hams".

We trust that readers are intelligent enough to realize that all text
herein consists of personal comments and does not represent the official
policies or positions of any party.  Your mileage may vary.  So there.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 1993 06:27 EDT
From: usc!howland.reston.ans.net!darwin.sura.net!ra!cs.umd.edu!skates.gsfc.nasa.gov!nssdca.gsfc.nasa.gov!stocker@network.UCSD.EDU
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

References <219q5l$he7@usenet.INS.CWRU.Edu>, <6JUL199307065555@nssdca.gsfc.nasa.gov>, <21brdfINNfqn@rave.larc.nasa.gov>.nas
Subject : Re: REQUESTING CUSTOM CALLSIGNS ???

>  This is news to me!  I procure workstations frequently for our
>research group.  As long as the total cost is under $25K,
>the request does not require any approvals outside of our center.
>For larger purchases, the purchase request must be published in
>the 'Congressional Business Daily' for possible competitive bidding.
>Maybe the GSA gets involved at this point, but I've never been aware
>of any GSA involvement after purchasing over $140K of unix workstations
>over the last few years.
> 
>Richard Eckman
>NASA Langley Research Center
>Hampton, VA 

Yes it is possible to procure such under $25K workstations and even more if
a mass buy procurement was set up.  This waiver of sums under a certain
amount has been exempted from GSA review.  However, mass buys because of
their total amount often have to have an approval from GSA.  In addition,
NASA as an agency has the right to approve ADP procurements up to a certain
amount without GSA approval.  However, to get a full turn key system it is
almost impossible to get past the GSA bottleneck. I know I have been 
involved with GSA waivers in 6 procurements during the last 18 months. These
people really don't know what is going on in the systems world.  They still
treat all purchases as if one was buying an IBM 360.

Also, it is generally not possible in the government to go out a get the
best workstation in the local market.  While we in NASA, and I know in DOD,
do have some very good mass buys that have excellent prices, I know of 
mass buys that have higher prices than purchasing at the best local prices.
However, with these mass buys I can save time and procurement paperwork.

My view of the FCC was that they didn't need a couple of workstations but
a redo of the system including no ADP. This would require them to purchase
a "system" which would definitely put them in the GSA framework.

Erich
N3OXM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
this views are my own neither NASA, GSFC or the U.S. government have any
part in them.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
> 
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